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Your Investment Has Never
Been More Critical

fter a challenging winter,

the W. E. Skelton 4-H

Educational Conference

Center is preparing itself for
a busy spring and summer. Even as
the campus was blanketed with
several inches of snow, the Board of
Directors and Center staff was busy
working on several exciting projects
that will be completed prior to the
start of 4-H Camping season on June
14th. This spring will be marked as a
transformational time in the life of
the Center as we complete several
projects and embark on a new one
that will change the experience of all
who use the campus.

First and foremost, the indoor
shooting sports complex has been on
the master plan of the Center for 16
years. The first phase will be ready for
operation this summer. This state of
the art facility will be unique in the
region as a shooting sports facility
that is focused on youth development.
It will play a key role in the future of
the statewide 4-H shooting team by
giving them a home to prepare for the
national competition during the
winter months when they typically are
not able to practice due to lack of
indoor facilities. It will also introduce
the Center to a new group of
individuals that have an interest in
shooting sports of all types. On
Wednesday, June 16, the Center will

A Message From The President

welcome Governor Bob McDonnell
as the featured speaker for the
dedication of the new complex. This
will be an exciting event held during
the first week of 4-H camp and is a
way to remind everyone that attends
of the positive benefits of 4-H
camping.

There are two other projects that are
underway and will be ready by the
start of camping season. The new flag
plaza is now under construction. For
44 years, campers have been standing
in the grassy area in front of the Smith
Central Activities Building for flag
ceremonies and assembly before
meals. The construction of this plaza
is the first upgrade of this area since
the addition of the original flag poles
in 1966. Due to the generosity of one
of the Center’s neighbors, Jerry and
Ann Godsey, the Vespers area has
been totally renovated with a new
stage, new seating and steps, and the

addition of electrical service to the
stage. It is truly a charming and
reflective space overlooking the lake
that will be a great addition to our
campus. In addition to all this activity,
construction has started at our main
entrance on the new Welcome Center.
When this is finished in spring 2011,
the Center will have a true gateway
into campus.

It is through donations of time and
money that make the mission of the
Center possible; thanks to the caring
donors that are listed in this
newsletter, who make possible our
critical youth work and the ability to
sustain and grow the infrastructure
and programs of the Center.

There is nothing like seeing 4-H youth
in action. On the back panel, you will
find our summer camp schedule for
2010. We would be delighted to have
you come out to see camp in session and
experience the impact the 4-H Camping
program has on the youth of this region.

This year will be an exciting time for
everyone involved in the Center. As
always, there is more to be done and
your investment has never been more
critical. With your help, the Skelton 4-H
Center will continue to position itself
for the future.

‘ :Lh Sincerely,
John Rocovich, Jr:

e, 4
& President

Garnett Smith

Garnett Smith Receives Virginia Tech’s Highest Honor

Mr: Smith is the recipient of the 2010 William H. Ruffner Medal in recognition of his loyal and
enthusiastic support of the University. Smith has made a career and built a life on the principle
of giving recognition and guidance to others. His volunteer service and philanthropy is far-
! I reaching. His generosity to Virginia Tech has benefited the Skelton 4-H Center and numerous
other areas of the University.
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Quality
Leadership

ﬁ strength of the W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational

Conference Center at Smith Mountain Lake

has been the quality and leadership in its
Board of Directors. The Board has demonstrated
consistency of purpose and steadfastness for quality
programs and facilities for the youth and adults
served.

For over 43 years, the Board has provided an
environment that remains true to its core values and
principles of quality educational experiences.

Also serving the Center for five years or longer are
Jim Wade (9 years), Rae Carpenter, Jr. (9 years),
Allen Dudley (9 years), Ron Willard (8 years), Brian
Hairston (7 years) and Marvin Pollard (5 years).

Consistency and
commitment to youth
of the region is the key
to Center success!
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Construction To Begin On Flag Plaza Area

W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference

Center at Smith Mountain Lake is pleased to
announce the construction of a patriotic flag plaza.
This new flag plaza will be utilized by 4-H youth
groups to pay daily respect to the American flag as
well as the 4-H pledge. This special patriotic place
will honor and be dedicated to those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice — our military personnel.

The Center is fortunate to have donors that
recognize the importance of instilling the values of
character counts  (trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship) and
patriotism. The focal point of the plaza will be the
four flags represented: the American flag, the
Commonwealth of Virginia flag, the 4-H flag and the
Virginia Tech flag. Emphasis in Hokie stone,
solidifying the Center’s partnership with Virginia
Tech, will be placed on the five branches of military
service: the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and
Coast Guard. The Merchant Marines, as well as the
Virginia Tech Corp of Cadets, will also be recognized.

T hanks to the generosity of several donors, the
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W. E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center
at Smith Mountain Lake Donors 2009

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the following donors
on behdlf of the youth, who are the ultimate benefactors.

Anonymous
Advance Stores Company, Inc.
Edward S. Allen
American Electric Power Foundation
Barbara Blanton
Frank A. Boxley
Joy Branson
Lauren Brennan
Tom and Irene Brock
Guy W. and Margaret Buford
Frank Buhler
Douglas and Janet Burchett
W. Jackson Burrows
David and Cynthia Cappellari
D. Rae Carpenter
Carr Family Foundation
Carter Machinery Company, Inc.
George Cartledge, Jr.
Joseph C. Codiroli
David and Barbara Cohen
Eldridge R. Collins, Jr.
Jean Comly
Mike and Dawn Coppola
Thim Corvin
County of Bath
County of Franklin
County of Patrick
Dennis Crowley
John N. and Elizabeth M. Dalton
Roberta Dascoli
Sandra C. Davis
Allen Dudley
Roger and Leslie Ellmore

Sally Farrell

Paul H. and Evelyn Farrier
Friendship Retirement Community
Howard T. and Laureen P. Fuller

G. William Gander
Wayne and Jean Garst
Leonard Gereau
Roy G. Gignac
Jerry and Ann Godsey
Daniel Goerlich
Al Gorman
Kent Greenawalt
Carlyle Gregory
Orban and Denise Gregory
T. Marshall Hahn, Jr.
Barbara Hargroves
Leon and Beverly Harris
Eddie and Dawn Hearp
H.M. Heffelfinger
Dorothy Herndon
George and Betty Hix
Phyllis Hockman
Christine Hodges
Arden N. and Annie J. Huff
C.E. and Robena Hughes
Bill Hume
Jim and Janet Johnson
Art and Mae Lanski
Lawrence Investments, LLC
Randy and Irene Leech
William Lemon
Ned and Rosalyn Lester
Samuel and Lorinda Lionberger
John and Patty Madara
J. Douglas and Pat McAlister

Mary Hille McCoy
Will and Doris McElfresh
Miles and Barbara McFarland
Greg and Debbie Miller
John W. and Jean Skelton Montague
Kevin R. Montague
Ken Mooney
Newbern Foundation
Henry C. Nickels
Ralph Noble
NRA Foundation
Old Dominion Box Company
Foundation, Inc.
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W.E. Skelton Estate
A.R. and Phyllis Slayton

Christopher K. Smith
Donald and Barbara Smith
Easley and Helen Smith
Garnett and Patsy Smith
Harry and Vera Smith
Glenda Snyder
Georgia Snyder-Falkinham
Sonny Merryman, Inc.
Speedway Children’s Charities
Jim Stanley
R.J. Stern
Robert and Evangeline Swain
Nicholas Taubman
William and Gale Taylor
Edgar A. Thurman Foundation
for Children
Frances Trent
Suzanne Tuggle
Jack and Helen Tyree
Doug and Jennifer Unroe
Harold and Carol Ann VanHook
Virginia Cooperative Extension
Jim and Ellen Wade
Peter A. Wallenborn, Jr.
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Every effort has been made to ensure that this list is accurate and complete. Please let us know of any errors or omissions, and accept our apologies.
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oday’s youth face challenges and

opportunities very different from those

of past generations. Supporting the

healthy growth of our youth, as well as
providing them with the education and
experiences they need to mature into
productive adults, is a growing concern in our
communities and the commonwealth.
Pressure to raise student achievements, the
need for safe and enriching environments for
youth, the focus on building the skills and
competencies of young people, and an
emphasis on preventing risky behaviors, are
all fueling the demand for quality youth
programs. For the past 43 years, the WE.
Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center
at Smith Mountain Lake has continued to
enhance its program capacity and quality to
meet and exceed these challenges.

I have found over my professional career that
there are several successful keys to
organizations that are having a “true” impact
on the lives of others.
Not much happens without a dream.
For something great to happen, there
must be a dream.
In 1965, Dr: W.E. Skelton had a
dream for our Center and to assist
youth.

Much more than a dream is required
to bring it to redlity.

Hard work is needed.

A strong Board of Directors
committed to the dream and a lot of
HARD WORK has resulted in one
of America’s leading 4-H Centers.

Developing a passion for the vision
of the lives of regional youth must
become a reality.

Over 135,000 4-H youth and over
235,000 total adults and youth are
the reality of the W.E. Skelton 4-H
Education Conference Center at
Smith Mountain Lake.

A Message from Dr. J. Douglas McAlister
Director of Development & Strategic Partnerships

Quality Programs
Are The Key To Impactmg
The Lives Of Our Youth

You can make a difference in the
lives of needy youth by working
together for the collective good.

The center, on 120 acres with 22 or
more buildings, annually offering
programs that vary from robotics,

to computer science, to outdoor
skills such as swimming and
canoeing, is a testament to the desire
of many to support youth.

You have been gifted with the power
to make a positive difference in the
lives of many. The ability to live the
vision of assisting youth and to
establish a legacy of trust and hope
for the next generations.

Your gift to the Skelton 4-H Center
makes a difference. A direct, positive
impact since 46.59% of every 4-H
youth attending the Center receives
private donor assistance such as your
gift.

y investing in the W.E. Skelton 4-H

Educational Conference Center at

Smith Mountain Lake, you are joining

a compassionate, caring community
across the region that has successfully come
together to promote the positive development
of our children and young adults. A
community of leaders such as yourself that
has been energized - - - empowered - - - and
transformed beyond the proven strategies of
the 4-H Center and research-based programs
through years of implementation and
evaluation.

The real key is
your personal
investment in the
youth of the
future. Then and
only then can the
lock be opened to
a brighter future.

Open Doors With a
Gift That Gives

By Judith Davis, Office of Gift Planning,
University Development

You can help open doors to quality
programs for youth with a gift that fits
your personal goals and creates future
support for the W.E. Skelton 4-H
Educational Conference Center.

Make a gift that pays you income. Life
income gifts, such as charitable gift
annuities and charitable remainder trusts,
are designed to create an income stream for
retirement or other goals, and a gift for the
Center when the plan ends, usually after
your lifetime.

Make a gift that provides for a loved one.
Life income gifts can also allow you to
provide income for a surviving spouse, an
aging parent, or other loved one.

Make a gift without affecting your assets. A
bequest in your will or trust directs a gift to
the Center after your lifetime. During your
lifetime, you retain full control of your assets
and can change your gift if you wish.

Make a gift without changing your will.
Your signed beneficiary designation form
establishes a future gift from the balance
remaining in a retirement account after
your lifetime. Your lifetime assets are not
affected, and you can change your gift
simply by signing a new form.

For sample bequest language and to learn
more about these and other ways to
support the W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational
Conference Center, contact Doug McAlister
at 800/533-1144 or email mcallist@vt.edu.

You are encouraged to consult your
attorney or other advisor when making any
gift as part of your retirement, estate, or
other financial planning.
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W. E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center

2010 Camping Programs Calendar

June 14 - 18 . .. .Floyd/Montgomery/Craig/Giles M
June 21 - 25 . . . .Patrick/Pulaski/lRoanoke Co. Day Camp

June 25 - 27 . . . .Chief's Challenge Camp/Family Cloverbud Camp
June 28 - July 2 Halifax/Danville/Pittsylvania/Bridges to Life
July5-9....... Henry/Martinsville

July9-11...... Ruritan National Youth Leadership Conference
July 12 - 16 ... .Botetourt/Augusta/Rockingham/MDA

July 19 - 23 ... .Roanoke

July 26 - 30 ... .Franklin/Bedford/4-H SET Camp
Aug.2-6...... Alleghany/Bath/Highland/Rockbridge/AFJROTC
Aug.6-8...... Carilion Family Camp

Aug.9-11..... Hokie Camp Session 1

Aug. 12 - 14 . .. .Hokie Camp Session 2

Aug. 16 - 18 . .. .Hokie Camp Session 3 4-H Motto
Aug. 18 - 21 ... .DARE Camp j\;ffE/-[/);\ERArﬂ: HEADt toLclea;teyr thinking,

. o greater Loya
Sept. 24 - 26 .. .4-H Hunter Education Camp MY HANDS to larger service, and
Nov.5-7 ...... Fall Cloverbud Camp MY HEALTH to better living, for my Club,
Nov. 19 - 21 . .. .Fall Teen Weekend my Community, my Country and my World.
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